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NEWS | The Hunting Ground

The Perspectives Club showed a documentary
that is helping raise sexual assult awareness
on campus.

STUDENT LIFE | Chalk Tunnel

SPORTS | Love Means Nothing

Why do people insist on drawing on the
tunnel by Old Main — and what do the
police think?

Men’s and women’s tennis each lose road
matches on Sunday.

see PAGE 6

see PAGE 3

see PAGE 8

From soil to vulnerability,

Ignite USU enlightens audience

By Jordan Floyd
STAFF WRITER

Nine Utah State University students shared

their scholarly passions Friday at the culminating event of USU’s Research Week, Ignite USU.
“I had seen this event before in previous

years and I’ve always liked it,” said Antra

Boča, a PhD student in ecology and Ignite

presenter. “I thought it was great this year,

Presenters work for months leading up to the

event writing, memorizing and perfecting their

covered a myriad of topics from embracing

the end of his speech how he felt it was

fulfill the event’s mantra, “Enlighten us, but

military to developing new methods of

doned buildings at the former Intermountain

speech. At Ignite they are given five minutes to
make it quick.”

The student presenters at this year’s Ignite

trauma while researching sexual assault in the
diagnosing Autism Spectrum Disorder.

Boča, at the closing of her speech, admon-

spoke in sequences of three, each building off

ished audience members, cleverly, “to stop

of student research at USU.

call to conserve and propagate soil.

one another to display the breadth and depth
The presentations began with graduate

too.”

student Enjie Li, who spoke about collabora-

programming for USU’s Research Week.

knowledge. Following Li, the Ignite presenters

Ignite USU began in 2013 as part of the

PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Enjie Li presents at Ignite USU about how she has been impacted by collaboration on Friday.

tion and the advantages of specialized

treating [soil] like dirt,” which emphasized her
Among others, she left the audience with a

concise thought that encompassed the
message of her speech.

C.J. Guadarrama, for instance, expressed at

important he had trespassed into the abanIndian School in Brigham City, Utah.

“Their story and their history are a lot more

important than what’s written on a [trespassing] sign,” he said.

Similarly, Jeannie Woller delivered an

empowering message about vulnerability and
making decisions in the last moments of her
speech.

see “Ignite” PAGE 4

Charlie Puth is quirky enough to be an Aggie
excited.”

By Morgan Pratt Robinson
STAFF WRITER

Kieth Ariaz said he is excited for Puth’s

performance.

“A guy liking a pop star can kinda be weird,”

Singer and songwriter Charlie Puth is

performing at the End of Year Bash on April 23

he said. “But I can dig this guy.”

tion for his visit, Puth asked for a medi-

had a lot of successful dates. When he goes

hospitality request.

shower and puts on a nice shirt and cologne

Ariaz said thanks to Charlie Puth, he has

in the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum. In prepara-

out with a girl, he does the routine: he takes a

um-sized dog, a leash and treats as part of his

while listening to Charlie Puth’s Nine Track

Felicia Gallegos, the activities director for

Mind album.

USUSA, said when she read the request in an

“I started playing his music to get in the

email, she laughed and panicked at the same

mood,” he said. “It gives you the romance

time.

feeling — 'yeah, I’ve got this.'”

“Where are we going to get a dog?” she

Ariaz said he really wants to go to the Bash,

said.

but none of his friends are going and he thinks

Gallegos said she now thinks the dog

it would be awkward for a guy to go alone to a

comment was actually a joke, because Puth’s

Puth concert.

manager confirmed to her the dog wasn’t

“But if there are any women looking for a

necessary.

date, I am only ‘One Call Away,’” he said

“If you follow Puth on Snapchat, he is just

referring to Puth’s single hit.

quirky like that,” she said. “He would be an

Gallegos said there will be two openers

Aggie if he wasn’t a famous singer.”

performing. Anapesi Ka’ili-Sii is an USU

Gallegos said Puth is excited to come to

student and the winner of Aggie Voice.

Utah State because he hasn’t performed at a

“She sounds like Beyonce, she’s going to kill

lot of college schools and Aggies are becoming
known as being a great audience.

it,” Gallegos said.

is just incredible.”

said. He is a growing artist and is out of

Mimi Knowles will also perform, Gallegos

“Performers love our students,” she said. “It

Ogden.

Gallegos said she had heard of Puth, but

“He’s a modern jazzy and today’s hits,” she

initially she wasn’t a huge fangirl. This

said. “He is at every single event party and he

academic year, she put out an interest survey

is super talented.”

to find out what genre students were interested in for the End of Year Bash. Then she

looked up all of the artists that Utah State

University could get who fit the ticket. She

said she was surprised the budget could afford
such a well-known artist as Puth.

PHOTO BY Lionel Hahn/Abaca Press/TNS
Charlie Puth attends the 73rd Annual Golden Globe Awards at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Los Angeles on Sunday, Jan. 10.

out originally on YouTube.”

was nominated for three Grammys.

either going on tour near USU or someone is

she said.

The university looks for a performer who is

If you follow Puth on Snapchat, he is just quirky like
that. He would be an Aggie if he wasn’t a famous
singer.
—Felicia Gallegos
“That’s when I became a fangirl,” she said.

“I started to listening to the songs that he put

“Since then, his ticket sales have soared,”
Usually, Utah State University puts in a

request for a contract with an artist and it gets

rejected several times before an artist confirms
a performance. But Gallegos said Puth was at
the top of the university's list for performers.
“Then one day I got a text that said ‘con-

in a reasonable price range, Gallegos said.

firmed’ from my advisor,” she said. “I was in a

USU before he released his new album and he

screaming and I was close to tears I was so

Puth fit the latter because he contracted with

meeting and I ran to the office Old Main

Kevin Webb, the assistant director of the

Student Involvement and Leadership Center,

said The End of Year Bash is one of the unique
activities on campus because it creates more
revenue than it loses.

“Pretty much everything that we get for

student fees goes to the Howl, but then we
make back more than that in revenue,” he

said. “The existing money in the account is

student fees. We can sell tickets and generate
revenue.”

— morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com
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USU POLICE BLOTTER
SATURDAY, APRIL 09

A student who was attending a
concert in the Taggart Student Center
fell as she was entering the ballroom
and injured her elbowand wrist. She
denied any medical response and was
advised to have her arm checked out.
• USU Police responded to Blue
Square for a report of people on the
roof of building A. It was determined
to be Blue Square employees. The
individuals were informed that it was
a safety issue and that the needed
to leave until the received proper
permission. The employees were doing
a photo shoot.

MONDAY, APRIL 11

• USU Police was contacted by an
individual who wanted to report
an incident that made her feel
uncomfortable. The complainant did
not want anything done other than to
have the incident documented in the
event that the problem persisted.
• USU Police responded to the Eccles
Science Center for an odor. The odor
was from dry floor drains.
• USU Police responded to the
Spectrum in four minutes for a report
of a bad odor in the building. A floor
drain was dry and water was dumped

Contact USU Police at

435-797-1939

for non-emergencies.

EMERGENCY NUMBER: 911

down the drain to take care of the
problem.

in December of 2015. USU Police is
investigating this incident.

• USU Police responded to the Biotech
Building in three minutes for a medical
assist. A student was having a seizure.
The student was taken to Logan
Regional Hospital.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13

TUESDAY, APRIL 12

THURSDAY, APRIL 14

• A Faculty member received a
suspicious text about drugs on a
personal phone. The text was turned
over to the Cache Rich Drug Task
Force for further investigation.
• USU Police was notified of a rape
that occurred in Blue Square back

• USU Police responded to the Merrill
Library in four minutes for an alarm.
The alarm was a false alarm. No
further action was taken by police.

• An individual called the USU Police
to assist in locating a scooter that
was left at Blue Square in 2013. More
information has been requested from
the owner to assist in locating it.
Incident is active pending information
from owner.

Braveheart 5k/10k Run Unites Community & Students

PHOTO BY Ashley Stilson
Participants in the Braveheart 5K begin the race on Saturday the 16th on Utah State Campus.

By Ashley Stilson
STAFF WRITER

heard about the Braveheart event.

Services include physical therapy, occupational

weeks. I was afraid I would go to sleep and

find a 10K to run,” said Hawkins, a sophomore

specialized instruction for autistic children.

was a very hard road,” she said.

“We’ve been running lately, so we wanted to

In the chill of Saturday’s morning, about 50

runners from Utah State and the Logan

majoring in social work.

The Braveheart 5K/10K is a charity race

community crowded together in front of the

organized by USU students. Judd oversaw the

annual Braveheart 5K/10K run.

donations from local businesses.

Taggart Student Center (TSC) for the 6th

“This is a fairly good turn out this year,”

said Freeman Judd, a senior majoring in civil
engineering.

The race could be run as either a 5K or a

10K event, depending on the discretion of the
runners. Starting at the entrance of the TSC,
runners ran around the USU campus, com-

pleting two laps for the 5K or four laps for the
10K run.

“It’s been fun,” said Audrey Bateman, a

organization of the event and helped collect

“The donations we got from the businesses

will be raffled off to the racers, and that’s how
we recruited people to come. But the race

entry fee that everyone paid will go to the

Up-to-3 program here on campus. (Up-to-3

therapy, hearing and vision consultation, and
“I think it’s really cool they do a race for

nervous system controlling voluntary muscle

human development.

phy Association (MDA) website.

a junior majoring in family, consumer and

The race donations were originally going to

“It’s hard for all of us,” Rostron said. “She

made us appreciate a lot. You just appreciate

(SMA). However, before the event, 9-month-

excited.”

born with type 1 spinal muscular atrophy

old Aadyn passed away in February from her

little things, like if she would smile I was

The Braveheart 5K/10K organizers still

genetic disease.

planned on giving the race donations to

the age of three who have serious or unique

knew we needed to still run the race,” Judd

death. But Rostron asked if the donations

medical bills they have,” Judd said.

name.”

donations) go to families with children under
medical issues. It helps them with whatever

The Up-to-3 organization works to help the

“It was a big blow to us for sure. But we

said. “It’s definitely in her memory. It’s in her
Aadyn’s mother, Brittany Rostron, was

running at the event with her two children.

run.”

The program provides services for families and

until her daughter was diagnosed at 3 months

Brown, were searching for a race when they

movement, according to the Muscular Dystro-

support Aadyn Rae Olsen, a baby girl who was

development of children under 3 years old

Two friends, Gracie Hawkins and Jessie

SMA is a genetic disease that affects the

Up-to-3 so people know about it,” said Brown,

freshman majoring in mechanical engineer-

ing. “My favorite part is probably the kids’ fun

she was going to be gone when I woke up. It

who have disabilities or developmental delays.
children living in Cache, Box Elder and Rich

Counties, according to the program’s website.

could be given to Up-to-3, the program where
the organizers had originally heard about
Aadyn.

“I would rather whatever money they raise

Rostron said she didn’t know what SMA was

go to someone who could use it now, than me

old with the disease.

rather it help children.”

“When they told me, I didn’t sleep for

HILLSIDE MANOR
newly remodeled luxury apartments

• 8 Private Bedrooms, Fully Furnished
• Desk Bed and Bookcase in each Bedroom
• TV, DVD, VCR
• 2 New Modern Kitchens
• Laundry Facilities

Rostron and her family even after Aadyn’s

• Large Living Room
• Cable TV Jacks in each Bedroom
• Wireless Internet Service
• Air Conditioning
• No Parking Hassles
• Across the Street From Campus

For more information call Darla • (435) 770-0900 • darladclark@comcast.net

to pay off a headstone,” Rostron said. “I would

— ashley.ruth.stilson@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Aggies to participate in International Questival

Spencer Bailey

Mary Dowden

Brenton Hull

Beginning in Belize, the team will travel
By Brenna Kelly
SENIOR WRITER

In a few short days, six Aggies will repre-

sent Utah State University in South America at
the Questival World Championship.

After winning the first-ever Utah State

through Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras,
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama.

Most Questivals are city-based, and as far as

Team MesoMagic knows, they are the only
group representing a university.

“We’re all definitely hardcore Aggies,” said

Questival last fall, Team MesoMagic qualified

Larry Bucio. “We’ve been involved a lot, we

with nine other teams across the country.

to represent.”

for the seven-day competition in Belize along

Questivals are intense scavenger hunts, but

in the weeks leading up to the world champi-

onship, planning the trip has been a challenge

love Utah State, and we’re going down there
There is one other team from Utah, but

teams also come from as far as San Francisco

serious. We want other teams to look at us and
think, ‘They’re legit, but also still cool.’”

Larry Bucio, the team leader and webmaster,

said they are competitive, but not looking to

Larry Bucio

Gavin Salisbury

want, but we’re probably just going to go to

Costa Rica and relax,” Hull said. “School will
be over for us at that point.”

Various community groups are showing

make enemies.

support for the team, including Locker 42,

with anybody, we want to show people that

T-shirts. Other sponsors include Chaco, Solo

“I think that whenever we make contact

we’re a happy bunch, adventurous,” Bucio

said. “We’re in it to win it, but we’re going to

be kind and helpful — looking for ways to do
service and learn about the culture and the

people. We want to leave it better than when

which is donating matching Utah State
Eyewear and Munk Pack.

“Also, a huge shout-out to the Huntsman

School of Business, because without them

none of this would be possible,” Hull said.
Anyone can follow Team MesoMagic’s

we found it, I guess.”

adventure and show support on social media.

different places,” Hull said.

in cheap hostels. They get a daily stipend for

competition, and the team will post pictures

one of the team members. “If we knew

had a different team dynamic. With a new

checkpoints every day in order to “earn” their

easy.”

described the group as “fairly legit.”

of its own.

“I guess it’s fun and stressful, but they’re

not telling us everything,” said Brenton Hull,
everything, we could plan and it would be too
New details are emailed to them each week.

and the East Coast.

Leah Calder

“That’s what makes it fun. We’re all from
During the Utah State Questival, the team

team name and social media presence, Hull
“Before it was a lot more about creativity

“it’s extremely vague,” said team member

and being goofy, trying to stand out,” Hull

Even without all the information, the team

ourselves, but we’re trying to be a little more

Mary Dowden.

plans as much as they can. They meet every

said. “We’re still trying to stand out and be

For the most part, the team will be staying

housing and food, but they must go to certain
stipend.

The competition begins on April 23 and

ends April 30. The team is planning on extend-

ing their stay, however, since the airfare is paid

Voting from the public will play a role in the

on their Instagram and Twitter accounts. They
will also be using the USUAggies Snapchat
account during their adventure.

“We’re excited to represent Utah State in the

world,” Hull said.

— brennakelly818@gmail.com
@bckelly8

for.

“We have the ability to do anything we

week to go over duties.

“People scoff and laugh at the fact that we

meet every Tuesday. They’re like, ‘What do

you do?’” Hull said. “But we do a lot because
we do want to do well.”

In order to set themselves up for success,

each team member has specific assignments.
“Larry’s kind of the driving force behind

everything. Not only does he have the most

passion, but he’s the most invested,” Hull said.
“It drives all of us.”

Dowden is responsible for country research

and mapping out their journey.

“She’s just a little thing of information. She

knows more than all of us combined,” Hull
said.

Leah Calder, a seasoned traveler, is in

charge of the packing list and assignments.

PHOTO COURTESY OF Larry Bucio
Members of Team MesoMagic for Questival will travel to South America for the Questival World Championship.

THE HUNTING GROUND:

campus and running into one's assaulter are

part of the massively negative impact on those
who have been assaulted, he said.

A look at sexual assault on university campuses

more than

over

Members of the panel constantly reiterated

that students can choose to stand up and say
something when there is ignorance or jest

involved in talking about sexual assault, and
can also be a support to friends who are
survivors.

U.S. UNIVERSITIES

of college women are

ASSAULTED
on college campuses

are

under

Title IX

investigation

to see how well they deal
with sexual assault cases
on campus.

of women raped on campus

DON'T REPORT
the assault

Source: The Hunting Ground documentary
GRAPHIC BY Alayna Leaming

By Mandy Morgan-Ditto
NEWS EDITOR

The Utah State University Perspectives Club

weren't a survivor, it made you want to

help people understand "what it's like going

things for people around me," Palmer said.

he said. "I think with Utah culture it's easy to

consider things, and it made me want to better
Palmer, and those putting on the event,

held a showing of The Hunting Ground, a

hope that all people — especially those who

uculture on university campuses in the U.S.,

consider that this happens at USU, and what

documentary about rape and sexual assault
Thursday night.

The documentary showing was sponsored

may not know much about the issue — will

they can do, especially in supporting victims
and working to increase validity around the

through this, it's a very traumatic experience,"
judge people and victim blaming is a huge
issue, especially here in Utah and that's

something that I kind of want people to

recognize more ... I have friends who are
survivors, so it is a thing."

Awareness is the main objective of the

issue, Palmer said.

documentary and discussion of the issue, and

Sigma Phi fraternity and the Sexual Assault

it last year as well, we were the first school to

among people on campus about what can be

and was shown in the Eccles Science Learn-

same time they did, so it was really a big

by the Center for Women and Gender and
Perspectives Club, along with the Alpha

and Anti-Violence Information (SAAVI) office
ing Center auditorium on campus.

"We want to get the message out to our

peers that we can end rape and sexual

assault, and that it's a problem even in Utah.

I know it's happened to fellow students," said
Lily Palmer, a sophomore at USU and

"We're really excited for tonight, we showed

show it next to Notre Dame, we showed it the
deal," Palmer said. "It was a big deal, and

member of the Perspectives Club presented

issue."

According to the documentary, multiple

Sundance Film Festival, and Palmer and

"Just to have the people in the film there,

and to have their stories told, even if you

A panel that included a student survivor, a

word out and help people recognize this

campus, yet 88 percent of women who are

filmmakers at the time.

Siniscalchi said.

social work student, a counselor from USU

get 80 this year and make it bigger, to get the

co-president of the Perspectives Club.

others in the club volunteered with the

done to make changes and help survivors,

there were eight people there. We're hoping to

studies have found that more than 16 percent

The documentary premiered last spring at

they all hope that it sparks conversation

of college women are assaulted on a college
raped on campus do not report the assault.

Nic Siniscalchi, a member of Alpha Sigma

Phi who helped to organize the event, believes
that awareness through the documentary can

Counseling and Psychological Services and a
about sexual assault on campus and took

questions after the showing of the documentary.

Depression and anxiety are two significant

mental health outcomes for many — if not

most — sexual assault survivors, said Charles
Bentley, the licensed psychologist from

Counseling and Psychological Services on the
panel. Fear and anxiety about being on

Questions were asked about culture and

how it plays into sexual assault in any area,

but being aware it is a problem and knowing it
is something that can be addressed and
worked on was the take-away from the
panelists.

"The statistics are staggering. One in five

women in college are sexually assaulted, yet
only a fraction of these crimes are reported,

and even fewer result in punishment for the
perpetrators. The Hunting Ground is a

piercing, monumental exposé of rape culture
on campuses, poised to light a fire under a
national debate," read the USU event's
description.

"Since the film’s premiere at Sundance, it

had been screened at the White House and
hundreds of college campuses across the

country. The documentary has inspired new

laws in New York and California and changes
in campus policies," it read.

For more information about the Perspectives

Club at USU, visit: cwg.usu.edu/perspectives-club, or for more about about the

documentary, visit: www.thehuntingground-

film.com. To know more about the Counseling

and Psychological Services at USU, visit: www.
usu.edu/counseling.

Those in the panel also encourage students

to go to itsonus.org to pledge to do everything
they can to fight sexual assault on campus,
and to raise awareness.

— mandy.m.morgan@aggiemail.usu.edu
@mandy_morg
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Cache Makers creates STEM experience for kids

By Veronica Stephen
STAFF WRITER

In 2013, Joel Duffin and Kevin Reeve, both

because we had this small space we were

meeting. Other adults that wanted their kids

to participate stepped forward and said, 'Hey,
we'll start another group.' Within the first six

Utah State University alumni, began a group

months we started two new groups meeting

Cache Makers is a Science, Technology,

expanded to the point that we have had 500

teaches kids a range of skills from soldering to

said.

called Cache Makers for kids ages 11 to 17.

on different days of the week, and now it's

Engineering and Math (STEM) program that

kids participate just since last June," Reeve

programming to Lego robotics.

Now there are extra-curricular activities for

kids to participate in besides dance, sports,
art, band.

"(Joel and I) got together one time and said,

Reeve and Duffin soon found ways to

effectively teach the kids, but still let them
discover how to program on their own.

"We used a technology developed at MIT

called SCRATCH. It's a programming language

'Gosh, what can we do?' because we've heard

that is meant for kids, visually oriented, drag

say that there are not enough programmers

programming. We saw how quickly that was a

There is just more demand than there are

learn it," Reeve said.

Academic and Instructional Services at USU.

feedback and having students help each other

what they had to start a group that would get

groups of two and talk about their projects. At

both our governor and other industry leaders

and drop that teaches them concepts of

out there or other people in the STEM field.

hit with them and how easy it was for them to

workers," said Kevin Reeve, director for the

After hearing this, Reeve and Duffin used

A large part of the classes are giving

solve problems. Students will split up into

kids interested in the tech world.

the end of the classes, the instructor will ask

thinking we really love to do what we do and

their projects. Other students can contribute

"As we were getting together we were

the students what struggles they had during

that is play with technology, program, build

and help each other solve problems.

share that passion with kids?" Reeve said.

could have attributed to the quick success of

robots and things like that. How could we

The group quickly was a success, not only

with the kids that participated, but also with

parents who wanted their kids to be involved
in STEM projects.

"Within a couple of weeks word had spread

and we had 17 kids and we had to cap it

“Ignite” FROM PAGE 1
“It is never about the response,” Woller said.

“It’s always about being strong enough to

make the decision regardless of the response.”
Presenting at Ignite is difficult, Daisha

Cummins said, an Ignite presenter and senior
dual majoring in biology and human movement sciences. To remedy the difficulty, the

Ignite organizers work with presenters to not

only showcase their individual research, but to
develop public speaking skills, too.

For Cummins, Ignite was one of the largest

events she had presented research at, which
proved to be stressful.

"It’s nerve-wracking," Cummins said.

The audience, however, is where Cummins

said she eased her nerves.

But Reeve and Duffin have wondered what

Cache Makers.

"There's nothing like this around. There has

been a big push by our governor to get more

STEM into schools and elementary and middle
schools and high school," Reeve said.

Parents also wanted their kids who were
"Everyone in the audience was there for

support and that’s reassuring," Cummins said.
"They're here to hear our research — they
want to be here.”

The nerves extended past Cummins to other

presenters. Boča, too, felt nervous about

presenting at Ignite, but said she was able to

overcome it as she went along in her presentation.

PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Cache Makers, an extension site off campus, promotes STEM to 11-17 year-old children in Cache Valley on Wednesday.

interested in technology to attend the group,
which is unique to its kind in Cache Valley.
Johnathan Powell, an Assistant Program

Coordinator at Cache Makers and a USU

student majoring in computer engineering

enjoys learning while finding ways to teach

how to do it," Powell said.

Sam Wild, a returning student and a current

participant in the Cache Makers Coding Club,
said one of his favorite projects was the Lego
robotics course.

"It was fun experimenting trying to make it

the participants more about the tech world.

work. I tried like 300 times to get one thing to

any of the kids that I've taught here. As I am

rail and collect something and then dump it at

"It's way fun. I have learned way more than

planning a group, it is not limited to what I

know. I am encouraged to go and find some-

thing I don't know that I'd like to know, teach

work. I was trying to make a truck go down a
the end of the rail, then return to the corner,"
Wild said.

— roniastephen@gmail.com
@RoniALake

myself how to do it, and then teach the kids
Geologist Shawna Olsen, a recent USU

graduate and former Ignite presenter, said she
supports Ignite and thinks its impact is great.
Olsen said she came specifically to see

graduate student Amy Moser's presentation,
but was also excited for the others. She

believes Ignite is a good event that inspires
students to conduct research and gain

research is a lot of different things — it’s not
just in a lab with a microscope.”

Associate Vice President for Research and

Associate Dean Scott Bates ended Ignite by

saying he thought this year’s presenters were
great and that he was looking forward to the
following year.

Videos of Ignite presentations can be found

notoriety in their field.

at: ignite.usu.edu/videos.

nervous," Boča said.

Ignite is an excellent way to showcase

posted; however, all presentations since

felt more comfortable. And by the end, she

involved early on in their time at USU.

the site.

"It was very exciting, but I definitely felt
She found that with time, as she spoke, she

said, she thought to herself, "You can do it."
Ignite USU’s influence goes beyond the

presenters. Its reach is wide, attracting a

variety of students, professors, family mem-

bers and of course, former Ignite presenters.

Cummins feels similarly to Olsen. To her,

research and encourage other students to get
“I think that when people come in as a

freshman, or they hear the word research,

they kind of get scared or they don’t think it’s
for them,” Cummins said. “But I think as they
watch these talks they’re going to see that

This year’s videos have not yet been

Ignite USU’s inaugural year can be found on

— jordan.floyd@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Iceland prime minister resigns following
protests over Panama Papers
world leaders and scores of other politicians

By Tim Johnson
MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON BUREAU

and family members had links to offshore

entities through the Mossack Fonseca law firm.

WASHINGTON — The first political casualty

McClatchy and other news organizations

of the offshore investments scandal known as

continue to release findings of the lengthy

beleaguered prime minister of Iceland stepped

day after learning of their prime minister’s

the Panama Papers occurred Tuesday: The

investigation each day this week, but barely a

aside, perhaps temporarily.

offshore holdings, Icelanders decided they’d

Prime Minister Sigmundur David Gunn-

had enough.

laugsson said he was stepping aside following

The prime minister’s resignation came hours

the largest anti-government protests in

before thousands of Icelanders planned for a

anger over his family’s offshore holdings.

demand the ouster of Gunnlaugsson, who

modern times in Iceland, a sign of the public

second day to gather in front of parliament to

Iceland’s fisheries minister announced that

came to office in 2013, riding a wave of

Gunnlaugsson had stepped down, according to

anti-bank anger over the collapse of the

state broadcaster RUV.

nation’s top financial institutions in the global

In a statement late Tuesday, Gunnlaugsson’s

banking crisis of 2008.

office said he “has not resigned” and was

Gunnlaugsson owned an offshore company,

merely stepping aside “for an unspecified

Wintris, with his wife. The company was set

man of his ruling Progressive Party. It said the

offshore haven.

amount of time” and would remain as chair-

up in the British Virgin Islands, a major

party’s deputy leader, Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson, would take over as prime minister.

Whether disgruntled Icelanders would allow
Gunnlaugsson to return to the post in the
future was far from clear.

Gunnlaugsson became the first global leader

to see his grip on power fail because of

revelations in the Panama Papers, a massive

Gunnlaugsson sold his share of Wintris in

PHOTO BY Yan Ting/Xinhua/Zuma Press/TNS
Prime Minister of Iceland Sigmundur David Gunnlaugsson listens to media at a press conference after meeting with European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso (not seen) at EU headquarters in Brussels, capital of Belgium, July 16, 2013.

2009 to his wife for a symbolic payment of $1.
But he never disclosed to the public that the

company held millions of dollars in bonds of

leak of records from a Panama law firm that is

other countries sifted through the records in

the three major collapsed banks, even as he

offshore companies and trusts.

collaborative investigation ever undertaken.

while serving as prime minister.

a global leader in setting up and maintaining

McClatchy reporters and journalists from 76

recent months as part of the largest global

negotiated the paying off of bank creditors

The probe found that 12 current or former

Rubio seeks to end special refugee status for Cuban immigrants
By James Rosen
MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON _ Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,

who based his presidential bid this year in part
on his personal story as the son of poor Cuban
immigrants, on Wednesday urged Congress to
end a decades-old program that’s enabled
immigrants from the island to get welfare

benefits from the moment they set foot on
American soil.

In an impassioned speech on the Senate

floor, Rubio, who ended his White House bid
last month after badly losing Florida’s GOP
primary, said Cuban immigrants no longer
deserved special treatment.

“As many of you know, I am the son of

Cuban immigrants,” the Miamian told his
colleagues. “I live in a community where

Cuban exiles have had an indelible imprint in
our country, on the state of Florida and in

South Florida in particular. And yet I stand

here today to say that this provision of law,
this distinction, is no longer justified.”

Rubio’s proposal would end automatic

refugee status for Cubans and place them in
the same category as other immigrants. He

offered it as an amendment to a bill authorizing funding for the Federal Aviation Administration, which is before the Senate this week.
Rep. Carlos Curbelo, a Florida Republican

and fellow Cuban-American, is sponsoring a

similar measure in the House of Representatives.

“As the Senate works through their amend-

ment process, I will continue to build biparti-

san support amongst House colleagues for this
critical legislation and explore all paths

forward in getting the bill signed into law,”
Curbelo told McClatchy on Wednesday.

Haitians are the only other immigrant group

that gets automatic refugee status upon

entering the United States. Rubio’s legislation
would not affect their status.

Thanks to a major welfare overhaul two

decades ago by President Bill Clinton working
with congressional Republicans, other immigrants are ineligible for welfare benefits for
their first five years in the United States.

Some immigrants can get aid earlier, but

they must prove that they are political

refugees who were persecuted in their

homelands; Cubans don’t have to prove
persecution and receive refugee status
immediately.

Support for the provision has faded as tales

of abuses of the benefits have been revealed,

PHOTO BY Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel/TNS
Republican presidential candidate Marco Rubio reacts after a protester was rushed out of the room by security after he interrupted Rubio’s remarks during a rally in The Villages, Fla., on Sunday, March 13, 2016.

even as some Cuban-Americans have asserted

exceeds $680 million in the year 2014 alone,

family of three, Cubans can receive aid that

on dissidents since President Barack Obama

frankly gone up since then.”

income of about $7,567, according to the

that the Cuban government has cracked down
re-established diplomatic relations with

Havana last year. Obama made a historic visit
to Cuba last month.

Rubio told a gripping tale of alleged abuse

of the privileged status, noting that many

Cubans who are granted the status arrive in
the United States via Central America,

working their way north through Mexico

and those numbers, by the way, have quite

Among the 43,000 Cubans who entered the

United States last year, about 10,000 came

Customs and Border Protection data assem-

in Coral Gables, said she and other leaders of

crossing the Mexican border, according to U.S.
bled by the Pew Research Center in Washington.

Rubio described a still-worse form of abuse.

to this country from Cuba because they know

of leaving their homeland permanently, he

land, they will immediately receive status and
they immediately qualify for a package of

federal benefits that no other immigrant group

would qualify for unless they can prove they’re

and supported his efforts to repair them.

“It’s really about respecting the generosity of

(Rubio) legislation reminds folks of not letting

times a year, filing for benefits in different

locations and then having relatives wire them
the money back in Cuba.

“It is difficult to justify refugee benefits for

to the nation they claim to be fleeing,” Rubio

financial support for Cuban immigrants

were aware of the problems cited by Rubio

said, are coming to South Florida dozens of

it’s hurting the American taxpayers,” said

Senate. “There are reports that indicate that

South Florida’s Cuban-American community

the United States in providing refuge to

people who are arriving in the United States

Rubio, who is not seeking re-election to the

of the White Rose Institute, a nonprofit group

two countries, some Cubans with no intention

refugees,” Rubio said.

“This current policy is not just being abused,

Ana Carbonell, former spokeswoman for

former Hialeah Mayor Julio Robaina and head

With travel restrictions loosened between the

when they arrive they can step foot on dry

World Bank.

directly to Miami, with most of the rest

before crossing into the United States.

“A significant number of people are drawn

approaches their homeland’s per capita annual

Cubans,” Carbonell told McClatchy. “The

that generosity be abused so that folks who

are truly needy of that assistance can continue
to have it provided to them on the basis of the
law.”

Under the measures by Rubio and Curbelo,

and are immediately traveling repeatedly back

Cuban immigrants would be able to obtain

said.

but like other new arrivals they would have to

With welfare cash payments in Florida

averaging more than $500 a month for a

welfare benefits without waiting five years,
provide evidence that they were personally

persecuted in their homelands to get the aid.
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One year later:

Matt Bowen adapts to life after spring break accident
By Nicole Allen
STAFF WRITER

When Utah State University student Matt

Bowen was body surfing in California during
spring break of 2015, a powerful wave came
over him. He hit his head on the ocean floor
and broke his C5 vertebrae.

During the past year, Matt has been adapt-

ing to his new life as a quadriplegic. He is

consistently moving forward with a positive
outlook on life, thanks to support from his
friends and family.

As of today, he is able to move his wrists and

the tops of his forearms. From about mid-chest

off of each other on learning how to become

difficulties he had right after leaving the hospi-

Matt is now taking classes through Utah

down, he is paralyzed. Matt recalled the
tal.

“I was completely independent and did

whatever I wanted, but then it went to

everyone taking care of me … I had to work at
just sitting in a chair," he said.

After a few months in the hospital, Matt

attended physical therapy for three weeks and

met people in similar situations. He explained
that it turned into a good experience for him.

“It was nice to meet other people that were

just like me," he said. "We would bounce ideas

independent again.”

by his side from the beginning. Matt’s mother,

State University and is also working on getting

in any way she can. Gary, Matt’s father, works

his real estate license.

Sloan Jones, Matt’s girlfriend of about five

months, has been there for Matt during the

Vickie, works with him every day to help him
to support his family and said he will always
be there for Matt.

A few months after the accident, a GoFund-

recovery process. They knew each other before

Me account was set up for Matt to help his

situation because they were already good

today, the account has raised over $30,000.

the accident and she was grateful for their
friends.

“It’s hard to see him go through this, but I

try and put myself in his position,” Sloan said.

“It helps me to have more compassion and see

family with the cost of medical bills. As of

The support came from people all over the

world and their family was overwhelmed with
this expression of love.

The Bowen family also created a Facebook

things from his perspective. He is motivated,

page -- Miracles for Matt -- with updates of

continues to amaze me every day.”

Matt’s story has reached many people from all

dedicated and he’s doing awesome. He

Steve, Matt’s older brother, has also been a

big supporter in his recovery. Although

different doctors have different perspective on
Matt’s condition, Steve has never given up

Matt's progress for his friends and supporters.
over, having onlookers calling him an inspiration in their own lives because of his positive
perspective.

“I don’t feel amazing,” Matt said. “I just live.

hope.

I’ve always thought that I can either sit here

forever,” Steve explained. “He may be in a

what is' and work through it.” Matt’s brother

“I honestly don’t think he’ll be in a chair

wheelchair for the next 10 years, but there

might be something after that that can help
him walk again. It’s nice to see his progress
and it’s encouraging to see him moving.”

Steve went on to explain what their father,

Gary, has advised for the family. Life is how it

is, Gary said, and you adapt and overcome the
situation.

“The family has adapted, and we’re over-

coming it, and that’s who we are now," Steve
said. “It’s brought us really close. It’s nice to
PHOTO COURTESY OF Matt Bowen
Sloan Jones and Matt Bowen.

Matt said his mother and father have been

have moments where it’s just me and him. We
used to not have that.”

and be upset at the situation, or I can say 'it is
Steve gave Matt some wise words to live by.

“I have only 10 minutes a day to be sad, but

that’s it," Matt recalled.

Matt says that this phrase helps keep his

spirits high and encourages him to continue
looking for positive improvements in the
future.

For more information about helping Matt or

seeing his progress, visit facebook.com/
miracles for matt. You can also make a

donation to him by visiting gofundme.com/
miraclesformatt.

—allennicole75@gmail.com

Self-expression or vandalism?

How campus police view the chalk tunnel
By Isabel Forinash
STAFF WRITER

Located at the corner of 400 N and 700 E,

underneath the main road that curves around
campus, is a passage to Old Main Hill commonly known as the chalk tunnel.

The tunnel connects a parking lot on the

south side to another concrete sidewalk path
that many students take up to the main

campus. In comparison to other walking

paths, bus routes and parking lots there are to
choose from, the chalk tunnel is almost
completely disguised.

But what makes the route unique is the

overwhelming amount of chalk drawings that
cover the tunnel walls. Hence, the root of its
intriguing name.

The drawings range from random scribbles

and doodles to cartoon images and represen-

tations of pop culture. Space within the tunnel
has gotten so filled up from months past that
people have started using the outer concrete
wall going into the tunnel from the parking
lot as a space for their drawings as well.

But there have been complaints about some

of the drawings being inappropriate or

offensive, said Steve Milne, the captain for the
Utah State University Police.

Even though the artists' identity is mostly

PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Chalk art in the tunnel located on 4th North and 7th East.

unknown, the USU police are frequently

contacting those they see in their security

footage and warning them about the repercussions of drawing in the tunnels.

According to Utah Code 76-6-107, the

drawings are considered graffiti because it
defines graffiti to include “unauthorized
printing, writing, spraying, scratching,

affixing, etching or inscribing on property of
another regardless of content or nature of
material used” and violators can be cited

under Utah Code 76-6-106(2)(c) for Criminal
Mischief.

"Usually, if it is just chalk we will warn

them, but there have been times where they

have used paint and because that is harder to

or not he will use it.

1990s, construction workers decided to lower

laws," Milne said.

said Austin Derbique, a computer engineering

north of Aggie Village to build up the hillside

clean up, we have cited them under these

Some students, however, see the drawings

in a different light.

"It seems like a playful and non-destructive

way for people to express themselves," says

Cody Christensen, a junior studying manage-

ment information systems who passed through
the tunnel every day last school year.

Other students would also agree with

Christensen when he points out that the

artwork in the tunnel does not affect whether

"I wouldn't necessarily consider it scenic,"

major graduating in the class of 2018.

For many, especially those living nearby, the

tunnel merely fulfills its purpose as a way of
getting from one place to another.

"I usually just walk from my place to 400

North and then jaywalk across the street to
campus, but I think taking the tunnel is

actually faster," said Paul Graves, an undeclared sophomore.

In fact, after a safety study done in the early

the levels of the parking lots, moving the dirt
where they then built the Aggie Village

townhouses so that the tunnels could be put it
in. This would make it so that pedestrians

could safely go back and forth without having
to worry about vehicle traffic and avoid

running in front of cars traveling on 400
North.

Bramdon Linkogle, a resident of a student
see “Chalk tunnel” PAGE 7
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Men step up for sexual assault awareness
By Dani Elliot & Morgan Pratt
STAFF WRITERS

A group of primarily college athletes and

fraternity members strutted their stuff in red

t

high heels all in the name of sexual assault
prevention on Wednesday.

For men who presumably never wore high

heels before, they were confident as they

marched across campus Wednesday afternoon.
Despite their tenacity, they were in obvious
pain.

“Yes means yes,” they chanted in unison,

“No means no.”

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes is a national event

hosted at college campuses across the United

States to raise awareness about sexual assault,
said Bret Nielson, a SAAVI intern. (Sexaul

Assault and Anti-Violence Information.) SAAVI
is a program at Utah State University that

serves students, faculty and staff. Its goal is to
support survivors of sexual assault, domestic
violence and dating violence through events
like Walk a Mile in Her Shoes.

PHOTO BY Dani Elliot
Members of the student body support rape awareness event, Walk a Mile in Her Shoes on Wednesday.

Neilson said Walk a Mile in Her Shoes is a

positive way to engage men in sexual assault
prevention.

college students are experimenting, whether

a small taste of what it is like to be a woman.

go through and think about that I necessarily

assault was a women’s issue, because women

drugs or their sexuality, and some abusers take

“Walking in red high heels is a pretty daunting

is the perfect opportunity for that.”

that’s not true. It’s a men’s issue, it’s a human

“Utah has more sexual assault compared to

“For a long time, they thought sexual

that is through exploring different majors,

are being raped,” he said. “Well, of course

advantage of that.

issue.”

the national average,” Nielson said. “That is

violence, especially on college campuses

two to three times lower on every other crime

College women between the ages of 18 and

it is happening.”

assault than any other demographic, Nielson

those seeking answers about anything rela-

Everyone is responsible for ending sexual

where it is happening so frequently, he said.
24 are more likely to be victims of sexual

really concerning because usually we fall, like,
except sexual assault and we don’t even think
The SAAVI Office is a confidential place for

said. But those numbers are hard to track

tionship-related, Nielson said.

ported crime. Also, the majority of sexual

a little off in a relationship or something that

knows.

“Just come and talk with us. We would be

because sexual assault is the most underreassaults are committed by someone the victim
Nielson said there is a period of time during

mthe first eight weeks of the academic year

when sexual assault is most likely to occur,

called the “red zone.” This is a time when

“Chalk tunnel” FROM PAGE 6

housing area known as the Island and a

freshman majoring in business, says a lot of
people don't know even know about the

tunnel because it's so far south of Old Main

and a lot of other student housing options are
in the opposite direction.

Those who live in a convenient area for

travel through the tunnel also have to worry

“If you have questions or if something seems

“We literally did walk a mile,” Nielson said.

task for men because it is an opportunity for

them to experience. What is it like to walk in
high heels? Because it hurts.”

He said seeing a lot of men walking in red

high heels with white socks and signs starts a
dialogue about sexual assault prevention.

“As we walked around campus, people were

about sexual assault.’”

Emmett Odegard, a junior at USU, said as a

strongly advised the team to support Walk A

the USU Police are on the same terms.

anyone not directly inside or at the mouth of

bit scary sometimes," Derbique said, as he

traveling alone, at night or too fast to notice

his bike into the tunnel.

emergency phones," Milne said.

On this aspect of the tunnel, students and

that are too small,” he said. “Maybe it is

because I am uninformed about how to wear

high heels. All I know is my feet hurt after one

—dani.s.elliott@gmail.com
—morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com

“Aside from that point, I’m actually very

about its safety.

"To help alleviate concern, it was decided to

Nielson said he had no idea what size of

mile.”

interested in the differences between men and

put in the cameras along with the access to

do it,” he said.

“I had to put on about three different pairs

two purposes. It gives men the opportunity to

anything that is happening around them.

day and it’s for a good cause, so I thought I’d

of shoes and I’m pretty sure I have a pair shoes

Mile in Her Shoes.

it, the tunnel has presented concerns for those

“They were handing out free candy the other

they say, ‘Oh it looks like they are chanting

walking in high heels?’” Neilson said. “And

happy to answer any questions you have.”

Due to its location and lack of visibility from

different reasons.

women’s shoes he wears.

collegiate football player his head coach

walk a mile in women’s shoes and gives them

Luke Hansen, a freshman, said he decided to

participate in Walk a Mile for completely

looking at us and asking, ‘Why are men

happened at a party, reach out to us,” he said.

Nielson said “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes” has

as a white male don’t have to think about. This

women,” Odegard said. “What women have to

"It's quite the blind corner, which makes it a

recalled running into a student while riding

proposals and even attempts from students to
drive cars through them.

For the future, some have suggested that the

art department and Facilities look into

allowing a class to paint a mural in the

Bike crashes would not be the first of

tunnels, but whether or not that will be

interesting events that have occurred in the

executed has yet to be determined.

tunnel.

—isabel.forinash@aggiemail.usu.edu
@imforinash

According to USU Police footage, the tunnel

has been a site for people urinating, marriage
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Claret and cobalt meets Aggie blue
first thing we had to do was try to change this
By Thomas Sorenson
SENIOR WRITER

Real Salt Lake captain Kyle Beckerman,

speaking on the Utah State campus to more

than 700 students and community members
on Thursday, knew how to connect with his

mentality and try to get this winning mentality.”

Real Salt Lake has been a perennial con-

tender since Beckerman’s arrival and is the

only undefeated team left in MLS this season.
He finished his remarks with some advice

audience right from the start.

for the students in attendance.

years ago from Utah State,” Beckerman said.

home,” Beckerman said, “The biggest thing is

“My brother-in-law graduated a couple of

“So I kind of have Aggie blood in me already.”
Later, when asked by a young child in the

audience what his favorite color is, Beckerman
wryly replied, “Claret and cobalt” – RSL’s team
colors – “and Aggie blue, of course.”

The standing-room-only crowd – many

“If I can give you guys one thing to take

once the door opens, you’ve got to be ready.
You have to be prepared and you have to be

ready to walk through that door and never go

back through it. You have to be ready for when
that opportunity knocks.”

After his planned comments, Beckerman

wearing shirts, hats and scarves with the claret

answered questions from the audience, then

on-stage with a cheer and a rendition of the

pictures and signing autographs.

and cobalt – greeted Beckerman’s appearance
team’s fight song.

The defensive midfielder, who has played in

Salt Lake since 2007 and led RSL to the 2009
MLS Cup, spoke to the enthusiastic audience
of his journey from wrestling and playing

soccer as a boy in eastern-Maryland to starting

for Team USA in the 2014 World Cup in Brazil.
He used those life experiences to share what

he’s learned about setting goals and being a
leader.

Beckerman’s interest in soccer, he said,

really took off while watching Team USA play
in the 1990 World Cup. He decided then that
he wanted to play for the national team

stayed an extra hour shaking hands, taking

“It was actually really cool to learn who he

is,” said Jimmy McAllister, a sophomore at

Utah State and an RSL fan. “That was proba-

bly my favorite part. Not just hearing about his
leadership skills, but who he is and what he
did to become that.”

Beckerman spent a few minutes before the

event speaking to members of the USU

women’s soccer team and men’s club team.

“He talked to us about our season and we

talked about his season,” said Jayne Robison, a
junior on the women’s team. “We just talked
about soccer ... It was pretty cool.”

“He kind of talked about his own training

someday. He visualized himself playing for the

and stuff like that,” said Landon Howard, a

left for his mom when he was younger would

advice, he just seemed friendly, wanted to

team, he said, to the point that every note he
include his autograph and “USA #15” below
his name.

His dreams were realized when he started

the first game for the United States in the
2014 World Cup, the number 15 proudly

displayed on the back of his jersey and the
U.S. crest over his heart.

“The way I really looked at that happening

is this is a door that just opened,” Beckerman
said. “I’m ready for this. I’ve been waiting for
this my whole life.”

Beckerman also talked about taking an RSL

team that won just one game the year before
his arrival in 2007 and turning it into the

junior goalie for the men’s club. “Not so much
know how we’re doing.”

Beckerman’s speaking opportunity was

organized by the USU Arts and Lectures

Committee, who also manage the monthly

PoBev event and a few other concerts throughout the year.

“We were kind of brainstorming and I was

like, ‘What about Kyle Beckerman?’” said
Derrick Saunders, a senior at USU and a

knows the owner of the team was like, “Yeah
I’ll just talk to the owner’ and that’s how it
worked out.”

The organizers were encouraged by the

league champion two seasons later.

number of people that showed up.

Beckerman said. “If you start losing, it

handful of fans came and that was it,”

the game. That was Salt Lake before … The

were talking to his wife actually and she said

“Winning and losing, they’re contagious,”

becomes contagious and you find ways to lose

PHOTO BY Jessica Barber
Kyle Beckerman speaks to USU audience on Thursday.

member of the committee. “Someone who

“We didn’t want it to be one where a

Saunders said. “We’re glad that it was big. We

that this was bigger than the one at UVU.”

Though he has the familial connection with

USU, this was Beckerman’s first visit to Cache
Valley.

the river to go to up here.”
— thomas.sorenson@aggiemail.usu.edu
@tomcat340

“I’m going to have to come back up here

with my fly-fishing gear,” he said. “I’ve got the
fly-fishing bug. Somebody’s got to show me

Tennis teams snap streaks on Sunday
By Kalen Taylor
SPORTS EDITOR

The No. 57 ranked Utah State men's tennis

forth affair. First, USU's Jaime Barajas downed
Freddy Gelbrich in straight sets 6-3, 6-3 to

even the score at 1-1. Then, Jebens defeated
Swindells 6-3, 7-5, at the No. 2 spot. It was

team lost to San Diego State 4-3 on Sunday.

Swindells’ first loss since Feb. 28.

winning streak and brought their record to

to take a 3-2 lead over the Aztecs. Samuel

The loss snapped the Aggies' seven-match

The Aggies then won two-straight matches

21-7 and 6-1 in the Mountain West.

Serrano took Marko Goles-Babic in three sets

winning streak snapped and lost 5-2 on the

la Torre in straight sets 6-3, 6-4 at the No. 6

The women's tennis team also had a

6-3, 1-6, 6-3 and Romai Ugarte beat Raul De

road at Wyoming. That loss ended the

spot.

team record to 10-11 and 2-2 in the MW.

and clinched the match.

MW title outright with the loss to SDSU. They

off before the MW tournament begins on April

beating UNLV on Friday.

Las Vegas.

assistant coach Ben Mullis after the UNLV

and Nastya Tokareva of Wyoming defeated

little bit sheepish in the doubles. We had

first doubles match. The Aggies tied up

court two, but we didn’t manage to seize

Lexi Turley beating Dorottya Jonas and

four-match road win streak and dropped the
The men lost the opportunity to clinch the

already clinched a share of the title after

“It was a good team win,” said first-year

San Diego State won the final two matches
The men's tennis team now has two weeks

29. The three-day tournament will be held in
In the women's match, Magdalena Stencel

match. “I think we came out a bit slow and a

Meghan Lyall and Maggie O’Meara 6-2 in the

opportunities, especially on court three and

doubles with the team of Nini Guensler and

them.”

Miranda Talbert 6-2 but Wyoming won the last

On Sunday, the Aztecs' Milen Iavakiev and

Santiago Cevallos topped Romai Ugarte and

doubles match to clinch the point.

PHOTO BY Matthew Halton
Luis Lopez and Daniel Echeverry play as doubles against Fresno State on Sunday April 10.

In singles, Wyoming jumped out to a 3-0

Luis Lopez 6-3 in doubles actions at the No. 1

lead before Ekaterina Tugarinova put Utah

Maier dropped the second match 6-4 to

Tokareva. Then Stencel defeated Guensler 6-1,

which gave SDSU the doubles point.

Wyoming. The only other Aggie win came

spot. The Aggies' Jack Swindells and Jonas

State on the board with a 6-4, 6-3 win over

Van der Ploeg 6-4, 6-2.

Hendrik Jebens and Sander Gjoels-Andersen

7-6 in a tiebreaker to clinch the win for

State for the final match of the regular season.

from Monika Van de Vondel defeating Tessa

compete in the MW tournament which starts

In singles play, the match was a back-and-

The women will play on Saturday at Boise

After the regular season ends, USU will

on April 28 and run four days. The tournament
is held in Fort Collins, Colorado.

— kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com
@kalen_taylor
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NCAA president 'takes pulse' at USU
audience, he explained the three goals that the

By Kalen Taylor
SPORTS EDITOR

NCAA has for student athletes. The three
things that they focus on are academics,

NCAA President Mark Emmert visited Utah

fairness and well-being of the student athletes.

Emmert’s visit began early in the morning,

of what this organization is all about,” he said.

State University on Thursday.

meeting with all of Utah State’s student

“These three things have been the hallmark

“Over the past few years we’ve been able to

athletes to speak and answer questions. Then,

really shift our rules for improvements.”

George S. Eccles Conference Center to an

student athletes have better graduation rates

taking questions from those in attendance.

tion rate is 44.8 percent according to the

duced Emmert. The two know each other

USU, the graduation rate is 87 percent, the

governors.

Utah.

NCAA president ends up at Utah State,”

rules that allow student athletes to retain eligi-

my time on the board ... he and his colleagues

money for food and other necessities for

take our pulse, listen to our students, listen to

by speaking about the NCAA involvement in

better sense of what is going on.”

athletes.

the NCAA is an organization consisting of

tion-and-answer session were paying student

he toured the facilities before speaking in the

open audience. He gave a short speech before
University president Stan Albrecht intro-

from Albrecht’s service on the NCAA’s board of
“Some of you may be wondering how the

To prove the point, Emmert said that

across the board. At Utah State, the gradua-

university’s website. Among student athletes at
highest among the four-year institutions in

He also highlighted the changes to NCAA

Albrecht said. “I know Mark (Emmert) from

bility, accept or decline scholarships and to get

visit institutions like Utah State and sort of

living. After that, he focused on the well-being

others and the questions you ask to get a

concussion safety and mental health of

During his speech, Emmert explained that

Among popular topics in the ques-

PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Mark Emmert spoke to USU students about the cost of athletics, NCAA goals and took questions from the audience.

championship of the 90 the NCAA puts on

Emmert also responded to questions about

that makes money.

bridging the gap between student athletes

465,000 student athletes.

and where the money goes.

million dollars each year. From that money,

school.

ence without college sports,” Emmert said.

athletes?” Emmert said. “Should this be

enrollment and how many teams from each

basketball) and 75 percent say they will be in

lessons that student athletes learn from

Should they be getting a salary?”

how many games each team wins.

really make it ... Employers like hiring athletes

they perform as students.

becomes fully a business and only two sports

supplemental support, universities can use it

they have the ability to overcome failures,”

Along with the two sports, only 22 athletic

the other championships that the NCAA

be better at that type of education. You’ve got

cash flow last year.

an educator, that’s really hard to do in the

College Football Playoff gets split up between

sports.”

the CFP, which runs separately from the NCAA.

1,100 schools, 19,000 total teams and

“It’s hard to imagine the collegiate experiEmmert also spoke about the important life

participating in sports and about how well
“Your graduates are better at leadership;

Emmert said. “Maybe what we need to do is

a really cool social-educational experience. As
classroom, but it gives you that experience in
Before Emmert took questions from the

athletes and how much money the NCAA has
“Should this no longer be about student

professional athletes getting paid to play?
Emmert explained that if you pay athletes, it

earn money; men’s basketball and football.

departments across the country had a positive
The money earned from football goes to the

conferences and teams in the bowl games and
The men’s basketball tournament is the only

The 68-team tournament makes about 800

500 million goes to the schools based on

conference make it to the tournament and

After that, 100 million goes to schools for

how they want. Then, 150 million supports
supports.

“Women’s basketball loses 14 million by

itself,” Emmert said. “Once you get done

splitting the money up, there isn’t much left.

playing in college and getting jobs after
“We take a poll every year (in men’s

the NBA,” Emmert said. “Only 1.5 percent

but don’t know exactly why. We need to be
better promoting them.”

Lastly, Emmert spoke about the new

television contracts and what the future might
bring for collegiate athletics.

“I think it’s going to be really fun to see

where this all goes,” he said.

We can’t tell someone how much to pay a
coach. We can’t tell them how to use the

— kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com
@kalen_taylor

money they get.”

For Warriors Fans,
73-9 Is a Miracle

of our players made an All-Star game. People
would react to my Warriors hoodie asking if
that was my high school logo. Oh, how the
tables have turned.

Yes, my Warriors love deems me worthy of

the definitive hipster phrase: “I liked them
SCOTT E HALL

“King of Logan”
—Scott is a Stage Mgt major at USU. He writes articles,
blog posts and songs in his spare time.
—scottehall3@gmail.com

In December 2005, The Utah Statesman

wrote an article about the student team

manager for USU’s women’s basketball team.
His name was Atlee Zipf from Stockton, CA.
He was my oldest brother’s best friend and

had a heavy influence on my life. In my early
teen years, Zipf convinced me USU was the

greatest college in the world and the only NBA
team worth rooting for was the Golden State
Warriors.

In 2005, I was living in California and the

Warriors just wrapped up their 11th consecutive season of missing the playoffs. It’s 2016

now. I write articles for Utah State’s newspaper and my Warriors just wrapped up the

regular season with the best record in NBA
history.

I now believe in miracles.

I’ve been questioning my loyalty as a fan

since the Dubs hit the media spotlight. I
realized I was a true follower when my

roommate asked me, “It’s not like the Warriors
were really ever that bad, right?” Anybody

who truly knows the Dubs knows that we’ve

always been bad. In March of 2012, our fans
booed our very owner Joe Lacob off the mic

during a pre-game speech about team history.

I guess we had a good two seasons with Baron

Davis. We had a lucky first-round playoff upset
in 2007 against the 1-seed Mavericks. He led
us over .500 the next year but we lost the

playoff race. Aside from that, I recall looking

up team stats wondering who the heck Monta

m Ellis was and why we ever traded Gilbert
r Arenas back in ‘03. From 1997 to 2013, none

before it was cool.” But I never saw it coming.
I felt the magic watching us in the 2013

playoffs. We entered a 6-seed, made it to the
second round, and were the only Western

We Are Hiring!

Conference team to win a game (we won

two!) against the Spurs. Our season record

improved the next year and I saw pure gold

developing. Yet for any reason, we fired coach
Mark Jackson. I loved that guy. He changed

our team around! But perhaps our executives

saw a bigger potential; something beyond the

Business Development
and Marketing Interns

arc.

So in 2014, we gambled on a man with zero

coaching experience, hiring the sharp-shooting
PG from the 90’s Bulls lineup Steve Kerr as
head coach. Somehow, the Dubs launched
from being the Clippers’ allegorical little

brother to being the greatest in the league.
And now: The Greatest of All-Time.

Paid

My Warriors have come a long way in the

last five years. We’ve won a Championship

with 3-point monster Stephen Curry, who’s
currently writing the final sentence of his
second MVP acceptance speech. We have

trustworthy shooter Klay Thompson and the

Flexible

stat sheet filler Draymond Green at his side.

We finished the season 73-9, a record not even
achieved by Michael Jordan’s Bulls. Michael
freaking Jordan. If the forever-bad Golden
State Warriors can do this, I can make it

Resume Builder

through college.

For all I know, we can still blow it in the

playoffs. But it’s hard not to soak in this

moment. I’ve watched the Dubs lose many
games before I watched us get 73 wins. I

accept bandwagon fans wholeheartedly. It’s

just as funny watching Dubs fans pop out of

the ground as it is watching my favorite team

make a professional sport look like NBA 2K on
Rookie mode.

Atlee Zipf, we’ve waited a long time for this.

Apply at:
www.coursehero.com/business-internship

MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2016

PAGE 10

OPINION

Response to hateful letter
from readers.

This is, in my head, either because people

pick and choose what would go in as Letters to

former is more likely, the latter scares me. So

be silencing opinions we don’t agree with and

aren’t reading or people don’t care. While the
honestly, I was happy to see people angrily

writing in about the letter, because it assured
Jeffrey Dahdah

“Don’t drop that dahdahdah”
— Jeffrey Dahdah is a senior majoring in journalism.
Please write to him or send him letters to the editor.
— dahdahjm@gmail.com
@dahdahjeff

We have received a lot of responses from a

Letter to the Editor we ran in this paper on
April 11.

Thank you.

This is my third school year being on the

editorial board of the Statesman and I have

seen many Letters to the Editor that make me
cringe, including this one. Too often the ones
that are upsetting are met with no response

me that people were as upset about that way
of thinking as I was.

The letter was terrible. It was written from a

the Editor, because then we would potentially
not allowing for an open discussion. That is

why we stick to a strict policy on that. It is not
for us to decide what our readers can handle
as an opinion.

It has been pointed out to us that the person

narrow-minded point of view from a small

was not a member of the community. Some-

board knows that. So allow me to explain why

He is a member of an anti-LGBT advocacy

person. I know that; everyone on the editorial
it was printed.

This is our policy with Letters to the Editor:

We run them unless they personally attack a
person who is not a public figure. As is the

norm for newspapers across the nation, the

views expressed in these do not represent the

opinion of the Statesman. We just provide the

space, not the opinion. In many cases, such as
this, we hate the content but believe in
allowing views to be expressed.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:
April 11th’s Letter to the Editor
Hate speech is, according to the American

I believe it would be irresponsible for us to

The most common excuse I have heard for

thing we knew. This individual is from Illinois.
group, as we found out later, and the letter
may have been a mass email, but it was

but that is for next year’s editorial board to
decide.

We also have a policy for allowing letters

from people outside the university and

In regards to the letter to the editor pub-

The letter of which I speak was an inflammatory denunciation of the LBGT community,

referring to homosexuality as ‘immoral’ and
‘[an] obvious disorder.’ Furthermore, the

Statesman declined to include a disclaimer

stating that the opinions reflected therein in

no way reflected the official views of USU, the

renounced marriage equality as “heterophoI’m not writing this to berate that letter, as it

of what freedom of the press entails. The first

was clearly written out of confusion and

without interference from the government. It

standable. Change is scary, progress even

amendment allows the press to publish

does not, in any way, obligate newspapers to
give a platform to people who incite hate.

Freedom of the press allows any publisher the
right to refuse to print anything, for any

reason. I feel that hate speech is a legitimate

maybe a bit of fear. That’s completely underscarier. The misandristic 19th amendment had
many detractors during its time, as did the

anit-white 13th amendment. Hopefully, I can
quell some of this alarm with a few facts.

1. The writer of this letter claims marriage

reason to refuse to print something.

equality is, in some way, ‘heterophobic’.

body.

speech to be published in its pages reflects

an individual who identifies as heterosexual,

in no way associated with Utah State Universi-

the LBGT community at USU. While the LBGT

Statesman’s editorial staff, or the USU student
The author of the vile letter, Wayne Lela, is

ty. He is the founder of Heterosexuals

Organized for a Moral Environment (HOME),
which is, according to the Southern Poverty

Law Center, an anti-gay hate group. He is not

an alumnus, professor, or former administrator
at USU; nor was his letter in response to any
previous publications in the Statesman. I

wonder, then, why the Statesman chose to

publish his letter, given the content and its

The fact that the Statesman allowed hate

complete disrespect and alienation towards

sector at may be only a small minority, they
are nonetheless a vital component of USU’s

inclusive educational environment. The fact
that the Statesman allowed students of our
community to be attacked in such a way is

despicable. I hope that the editors consider
implementing an official policy that will
prevent this in the future.

— Danielle Smull
daniellesmull@yahoo.com

lack of relevance to the community at USU.

Utah Statesman Letter
Hello, my name is Austin Sheffey and I am

emailing you in behalf of the newspaper
article from Wayne Lela.

How is it that a University funded newspa-

per allow a writer, who has no connection to
the University, to have a hateful message
published?

It is one thing to have an opinion but it is

another thing to push these opinions on a

University and its many members, whether
they be faculty or students.

The article has been published, nothing can

be done about that but what can be is that the

However, I’d like to point out that if you are

this ruling should not affect you. If you are a
member of a religion that does not support

there is a disclaimer for all future letter to the

and opinions based off of a 20-mile radius of
Old Main would be doing these people a

disservice. Their background likely isn’t Cache
Valley and their future likely isn’t in Cache
Valley.

I want to reiterate I hated the letter. But we

This often doesn’t get used, however. So I

tion by this letter to write in. I would happily
order more pages if they were going to be

flooded with opinions of support for the LGBT
community.

harm of same-sex attraction stems from people
insisting same-sex attraction is harmful.
Thankfully, we can put an end to that!

3. Thirdly, the writer cites the renowned

philosopher Plato as a valid critic of homosex-

uality and a hero to ethics. But worry not! You
don’t have to agree with Plato to be an ethical
hero. Considering his support of pederasty,

which he waxes elegantly about in Synposium,
it may be more prudent to at times disagree
with him.

I hope this letter helps calm some of the

fears that were highlighted in the aforementioned letter to the editor. As a purveyor of
knowledge and good will, it’s my desire to

balance such alarmist codswallop with some
long, hard, sweaty facts.

Last thing: That letter was not submitted by

any faculty, staff, or student at USU. It was

individual who wishes to enter a same-sex

Heterosexuals Organized for a Moral Environ-

affect on you. If you are anyone other than an
marriage, this ruling should not affect you. At

all. It has been a better part of year. Personally,
I have yet to encounter a single straight

individual who has been forced to marry a

person of their same-sex against their will. You
can relax.

2. The writer insists that same-sex attraction

is clearly indicative of some sort of disorder.
from the DSM in 1973. Turns out, the only

a public apology from the newspaper, that

worldwide after they graduate. To limit views

gay marriage, this ruling should not effect

But take comfort: homosexuality was removed

people affected by this hateful message receive

people could end up in any community

Response to Letter to the Editor
bic’, ‘crass’, and ‘inane’):

Editor that irrefutably meets that definition.

represented at this university. In addition,

Letters to the editor in no way represent the views of the Utah Statesman. Letters will be
published as long as they do not personally attack a person who is not a public figure.

leads me to conclude that the editors of the

the Utah Statesman published a Letter to the

come from all different communities and are

implore anyone moved to anger and frustra-

religion, national origin, sexual orientation,

Statesman lack a fundamental understanding

a matter of geographic community. People

publications will make our pages in the future,

looking into if letters sent in bulk to numerous

lished on April 11th (you know, the one the

disability, or other traits.’ On April 11, 2016,

50 states and a multitude of countries. It is not

strive to serve as an open plane of discussion.

this deplorable piece being published in the
Statesman is “Freedom of the Press.” This

Utah State boasts students and faculty from all

submitted to us. We have had discussions on

Bar Association, ‘speech that offends, threatens, or insults groups based on race, color,

immediate community. We are at a university.

written by the founder of a group called

ment, which has been designated a hate

group. Is this an exciting new spotlight the

Statesman has initiated? What hate group will
you highlight next week? I can’t wait to read

the letter to the editor written by David Duke.
Should be good.

You can do better Statesman. Don’t let me

down.

Clarice Ambler
clarice.ambler@aggiemail.usu.edu

Motorcycles
I find it puzzling as I drive through Logan,

cy I was told I have to both a car and motorcy-

of the university, editors, or the newspaper,

looming over the people, why on earth would

more expensive of the passes I should be able

to not publish future articles from hate groups.

riders of motorcycles. Recently while parked

editor and controversial publications that

those words are not reflection of the opinions

looking to the sky at and its dark brown clouds

and that a policy be enacted by the newspaper

a place of learned people make it difficult for

Thank you for your time.

on campus with my motorcycle displaying a
yellow student parking pass, granted it was

—Austin D Sheffey
adsheffey@gmail.com

the one I purchased for my car, I received a

parking ticket. Upon questioning the legitima-

cle pass, no offense but it seems if I have the

to use it and not be required to own both. It’s
not as if motorcylist drive both their car and
bike to school. Discouraged.

—David Perry
davidperry61@yahoo.com
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Toryn Coombs
Sophomore
Studying Early Childhood Education
She loves the candid pictures of students on campus.

MCKAY WEBB
mckaywebb5@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
AUTOMOTIVE
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO

HEALTH & NUTRITION
Lung Cancer? And 60 Years Old? If So, You

HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day

And Your Family May Be Entitled To A

Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800-360-

To Learn More. No Risk. No Money Out Of

Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All
4120

Does your auto club offer no hassle service

and rewards? Call Auto Club of America

(ACA) & Get $200 in ACA Rewards! (New

members only) Roadside Assistance & Monthly
Rewards. Call 1-800-417-0340

Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the

humane thing. Donate it to the Humane
Society. Call 1- 800-849-1593

Donate your car to Cars for Breast Cancer

Significant Cash Award. Call 800-418-1064
Pocket.

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain?

Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO cost

to you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline
Now! 1- 800-914-8849

CPAP/BIPAP supplies at little or no cost from

Allied Medical Supply Network! Fresh supplies
delivered right to your door. Insurance may
cover all costs. 800-575-1885

and help fight breast cancer! We’ll pick up

MISCELLANEOUS

title/paperwork. Tax deductible. 1-800-748-

security and 24/7 monitoring right from your

your vehicle (running or not) and help with

Protect your home with fully customizable

1065

smartphone. Receive up to $1500 in equip-

BUILDING MATERIAL

9224

METAL ROOF/WALL Panels, Pre-engineered

Metal Buildings. Mill prices for sheeting coil

ment, free (restrictions apply). Call 1-800-290-

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-to-the-

are at a 4 year low. You get the savings. 17

door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 77% PLUS 4 FREE

length. CO Building Systems 1-800-COBLDGS

Feast - ONLY $49.99. 1-800-298-5998 mention

Colors prime material, cut to your exact
(ucan)1of4

FINANCIAL
Sell your structured settlement or annuity

Kielbasa Sausages Order The Family Gourmet
offer 40332ZTN or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
good13

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's largest

payments for CASH NOW. You don't have to

senior living referral service. Contact our

1-800-681-3252

FREE/no obligation. CALL 1-800-685-8604

wait for your future payments any longer! Call
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

Unable to work? Denied benefits? We Can

trusted, local experts today! Our service is

Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors.

Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! Contact Bill

Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by

start your application today!

Than 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip

Gordon & Associates at 1-800-871-7805 to

Attention Small Businesses: Simplify Your

Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less
Floors. American Made. Installation Included.
Call 800-682-1403 for $750 Off.

Payroll & Taxes with Paychex! New customers
receive one month of payroll processing free!
Receive a Free Quote! Call 800-404-3072

ELECTRONICS
Computer problems - viruses, lost data,

hardware or software issues? Contact Geeks

On Site! 24/7 Service. Friendly Repair Experts.

PERSONALS
Meet singles right now! No paid operators,

just real people like you. Browse greetings,
exchange messages and connect live. Try it
free. Call now: 800-359-2796

Macs and PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis.
1-800-883-0979

Switch to DIRECTV and get a FREE Whole-

Home Genie HD/DVR upgrade. Starting at

$19.99/mo. FREE 3 months of HBO, SHOWTIME & STARZ. New Customers Only. Don’t
settle for cable. Call Now 1-800-410-4728
DISH TV 190 channels plus Highspeed

Internet Only $49.94/mo! Ask about a 3 year
price guarantee & get Netflix included for 1
year! Call Today 1-800-611-1081

MACUL AR DEGENERATION?

Consider a
Low Vision Evaluation
Diabetic Retinopathy
Stargardt’s Disease

Glaucoma
Stroke

Call Shaun Larsen, O.D.

1 (800) 509-4491
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CALENDAR | APRIL 18 - APRIL 23
A DD Y OUR EVENT AT U S U S TAT E S M A N . C O M / E V E N T S

MONDAY, APRIL 18
New Horizons Orchestra Movie Monday - Mr.
Holmes
Spring Concert
The Bullen Center
Free, 6:30 p.m.

Million Dollar Quartet
Ellen Eccles Theater-Cache Valley
Center for the Arts

North Logan City Library

$33-$52. Discounts available. Con-

Free, 6:30 p.m.

tact Box Office at 435-752-0026

TUESDAY, APRIL 19
Finishing the Semester
Strong
Taggart Student Center 315A
Free, 8:30 a.m.

Physics Colloquium

Devenie Natoli Senior VioUSU Taggart Student Center Audito- lin Recital

Dogfight The Musical

Caine Lyric Theatre - Utah State
USU Campus Caine Room, Family University
Life Building
$0-$18. Adults $18; Seniors & Youth

rium

Free, 2:30 p.m.

Free, 7:30 p.m.

$15; USU Faculty & Staff $10; Free

for USU Students with ID., 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20
Cache DUP Museum
Cache DUP Museum
Free, 3:00 p.m.

Green Futures Learning
Series

Dr. Anthony Darrouzet-Nardi

Logan City Hall

Utah State University - BNR 102

Free, 6:00 p.m.

Free, 6:00 p.m.

Dogfight The Musical
Caine Lyric Theatre - Utah State
University

$0-$18. Adults $18; Seniors & Youth
$15; USU Faculty & Staff $10; Free
for USU Students with ID., 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 21
Free iPad Class

Dogfight The Musical

North Logan City Library

Caine Lyric Theatre -Utah State University

Free, 2:00 p.m.

$0-$18. Adults $18; Seniors & Youth
$15; USU Faculty & Staff $10; Free
for USU Students with ID., 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22
Japanese Internment Camp Craft Friday-After School
Program
Guest Speaker
Utah State University Merrill-Cazier North Logan City Library
Library
Free, 3:00 p.m.
Free, 12:00 p.m.

Dogfight The Musical
Caine Lyric Theatre -Utah State
University

$0-$18. Adults $18; Seniors &
Youth $15; USU Faculty & Staff
$10; Free for USU Students with
ID., 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 23
Namaste Cache Valley
Yoga Festival

Farm Animal Days

USU HPER Building

$6, 10:00 a.m.

Free for USU Students, with preregistration and ID. $20 for others.,
8:00 a.m.

American West Heritage Center

Dogfight The Musical

Viola Recital:
Caine Lyric Theatre -Utah State Uni- Ryan Haubner
versity

Riparian Planting Work- Estelle Rhodes Senior Vioshop
lin Recital
Black Hawk Park
Free, 1:00 p.m.

USU Campus Caine Room, Family
Life Building
Free, 2:00 p.m.

featuring

St. John’s Episcopal Church

$0-$18. Adults $18; Seniors & Youth Free, 7:30 p.m.
$15; USU Faculty & Staff $10; Free
for USU Students with ID., 7:30 p.m.

GET IT DAILY AT

OPINION USUSTATESMAN.COM

